SOLA SCRIPTURA ® SOLA GRATIA % SOLA FIDE

Divine Service

Our Savior Lutheran Church

Westminster, Massachusetts

SCRIPTURE ALONE ® GRACE ALONE % FAITH ALONE



1 Hager Park Road
(Junction 140, 2, and 2A)
Westminster, MA 01473

Visitor, you are very welcome here.
Please contact us with questions or prayer requests,
and come worship with us again. Our pastor would
be very glad to meet with you. May our Lord’s
Word be a blessing to all who gather in His name.

For those caring for young children or who have
difficulty standing for the prayers, hymns, or other
parts of the service, please know that you may sit as
you find need or comfort.

Don’t be embarrassed if your children make noise
during worship —all children do. We encourage
families to worship together. If needed, there is a
nursery available in the basement during service
and Bible class.

Out of courtesy to your brothers and sisters, please
silence your cell phone and refrain from leaving or
entering the sanctuary during the readings and the
prayers.

Holy Communion
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our
Savior and members of sister congregations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory
would be very glad to instruct you so that you can
confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy
body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Spiritual Care
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care,
and pastoral counsel are available by appointment.
Please contact the church office to schedule a time.

Christian Education
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study follow the
service. Pre-Kindergarten and elementary are on
summer break, junior high and high school meet at
the parsonage, and adults in the sanctuary.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
September 20, AD 2026

office@oursaviorlcms.com
church: 978-874-2479
www.oursaviorlecms.com

Serving in Worship Today

Celebrant Pastor Peter Gregory
Liturgist & Preacher =~ The Rev. Lorenzo Murrone
Organist Mary Gregory
Acolytes Laz Gregory, Liam McGuire

Prayer for Worship
For right reception of the Lord’s Supper: Dear Savior, at
Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to
eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Let us
find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacra-
ment in faith for the salvation of our souls and to
the glory of Your holy name; for You live and rule
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: Almighty
and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for
feeding us the life-giving body and blood of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit
that, having with our mouths received the holy
Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins,
unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Preparation for Confession

The Ten Commandments, the First Table:

I.  You shall have no other gods.

II.  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord
your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it
hsoly.

Questions for self-examination

IIL.

Has terror of God’s wrath against sin moved my
heart? Do I have a “favorite” sin?

Cover Illustration
Red Vineyards at Arles (1888)
by Vincent Van Gogh.




The Seventh Sunday in Martyrs’ Tide

THE OPENING HYMN — TUNE & TEXT: LSB 731

1 O God, forsake me not!

Your gracious presence lend me;
Lord, lead Your helpless child;
Your Holy Spirit send me
That I my course may run.
O be my light, my lot,
My staff, my rock, my shield —
O God, forsake me not!

O God, forsake me not!

Take not Your Spirit from me;
Do not permit the might

Of sin to overcome me.
Increase my feeble faith,

Which You alone have wrought.
O be my strength and pow'r—

O God, forsake me not!

3 O God, forsake me not!

Lord, hear my supplication!
In ev'ry evil hour

Help me resist temptation;
And when the prince of hell

My conscience seeks to blot,
Be then not far from me—

O God, forsake me not!

4 O God, forsake me not!

Lord, I am Yours forever.
O keep me strong in faith

That I may leave You never.
Grant me a blessed end

When my good fight is fought;
Help me in life and death—

O God, forsake me not!

September 20, AD 2026

Text: Public domain

THE INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the ~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with sincere hearts to confess our sins to God, our Father, and to
plead in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ for His forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:5
> Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. <

All-Powerful God, merciful Father, I, a poor, pitiful sinner, confess to You all my sins and
unrighteousness. By them I have continually offended You and fairly deserved Your
punishment, both now and eternally. But from my heart I am sorry for them, and I sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You, in Your limitless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,

a poor, sinful being.



The Absolution [John 20:19-23]

Amen.

THE INTROIT Psalm 116:17, 12-13, 15-16
I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.
What shall I render to the LORD
for all His benefits to me?
L will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.

Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of His saints.

O LORD, I am Your servant;

I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE KYRIE Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29
Glory to God on high:
and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
We glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

You sit at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us.

For You only are holy; You only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.



THE COLLECT
Let us pray. > Silence for personal prayers. <
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help
us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

The Reading of God’s Word
from the Old Testament: Isaiah 55:6-9

After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 27:1-9; antiphon v. 4a
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life.

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.
For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; He will conceal me under the cover of His tent;
He will lift me high upon a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer
in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
Hide not Your face from me. Turn not Your servant away in anger,
O You who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life.



from the Letters: Philippians 1:12—-14, 19-30
After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE TRIPLE HALLELUJAH

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

from the Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the reading:

Praise be to You, O Christ!

THE NICENE CREED
Having heard the Word, what do you believe?

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge both
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake
by the prophets. And I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life I~ of
the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — TUNE: LSB 430 & TEXT: TLH 380, ALT.

1 Your deeds, not mine, O Christ, 2 Your wounds, not mine, O Christ,
Bring gladness to my heart. Can heal my battered soul.
They tell me all is done; Your pain, not mine, contains
They make my fears depart. The cure that makes me whole.
None can atone but You alone. None can atone but You alone.
To whom but You, then, can I go? To whom but You, then, can I go?



3 Your cross, not mine, O Christ, 4 Your death, not mine, O Christ,

Has borne the awful load Has paid the ransom due.
Of sins that none could bear Ten thousand deaths like mine
But the incarnate God. Would have been all too few.
None can atone but You alone. None can atone but You alone.
To whom but You, then, can I go? To whom but You, then, can I go?

5 Your righteousness, O Christ, alone can cover me.
Your goodness is enough to win eternity!
None can atone but You alone.

To whom but You, then, can I go? Text: Public Domain
The Sermon
Psalm 27
THE OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Do not cast me out of Your presence, nor take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and sustain me with a free spirit. Amen.

The Presentation of the Offering

I will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
O LORD, my strength, I love You.

The Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:14]
after each petition:
Lord, in Your mercy: hear, our prayer.

THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is good and right that we do.

THE PROPER PREFACE
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death



upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Holy, holy, holy LORD God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.

Holy Communion

> Note on Holy Communion: All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will be
very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may come
forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing. <

Psalm 27:1, 4-5, 10-14 (antiphon: vu. 13-14)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 783, STANZAS 1-5

1 Take my life and let it be 2 Take my hands and let them move
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my moments and my days, Take my feet and let them be
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. Swift and beautiful for Thee.



Take my voice and let me sing

Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them

be

Filled with messages from Thee.

4 Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use

Ev'ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 631, STANZAS 1-5, 7

=, : : : : ! : :
fry— I 2 i 2  — ——
Vo c—= = —
| Here, O my Lord, I see  Thee face to face,;
2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This 1% the hour of ban - quet and of song;
41 have no help but Thine; nor do I need
5 Mine is the sin, but  Thine  the righ- teous-ness;
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Here would 1 touch and  han dle  things un - seen;
Here drink with  Thee the roy - al wine of heav'n;
This is the heav'n - ly ta - ble  spread for me;
An - oth - er arm but Thine to lean up - on
Mine is  the  guilt, but Thine the  cleans - ing blood;
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Here grasp with  firm - er hand thee ter - nal grace,
Here would 1 lay a - side each  earth - ly load,
Here let me feast and,  feast - ing, still  pro - long
It is e - nough, my  Lord, e - nough in- deed;
Here is my robe, my ref - uge, and my peace:
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And al my wea - ri - ness up - on Thee lean,
Here taste a - fresh the calm of sin  for - giv'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength s in Thy might, Thy might a - lone.
Thy blood, Thy righ - teous - ness, O Lord my God.

6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text and tune: Public domain



DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 439, STANZAS 1-3, 5
1 O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken
That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken?
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, what dark transgression?

2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee;
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; they crucify Thee.

3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish;
Yea, all the warth, the woe, Thou dost inherit, this I do merit.

4 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
the sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; God is committed.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389

THE NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
Now, Lord, You dismiss Your servant in peace, as You have promised,
for my eyes have seen the Salvation You prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to enlighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
And His mercy endures forever!

THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT
Let us pray. Almighty God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have refreshed us with the body
and blood of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that this heavenly food which we have received will
strengthen our faith that we may bear all crosses, sickness, and trials with patience and trust until You
grant us deliverance, peace, and health; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

THE BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1]
Bless we the Lord.

Thanks be to God!



THE BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 941

IJ? Llu pu— I !_-1 z— I [ = i f
GISSPESS s s =
" F I I =
1 We praise You and  ac - knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,
2 The band of the a - pos - tles in  glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - ry, the ev - er-last - ing Son,
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To  You all an - gel pow-ers ery a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs  of Your king-dom, a ﬂcm and  no - ble throng,
You laid @ - side Your glo - ry, were wn o of  vir-gin's womb,
We  know  that You will come as  our Judge that  fi - nal  day,
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Sing with the ho - Iy Church through-out  all  the world this song:
Were cru - ci-fied for s and  were placed in - to 4 tomb;
S0 help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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Your maj - es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly  Spir-it, Com-lort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o-pened heav-en’s king - dom to  all who would be - lieve,
In glo - ry ev - er-last - inzg. A-men, O Lord, a- men!

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389. Tune: Public domain



God’s People at Prayer

For Home Devotions

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested
here, or in any way that best works with your schedule.
Su Nehemiah 4:7-23 1 Timothy 3:1-16
M Neh. 5:1-16; 6:1-16 1 Timothy 4:1-16

Tu Neh. 7:1-4; 8:1-18 1 Timothy 5:1-16
W Neh. 9:1-21 1 Timothy 5:17-6:2
Th Nehemiah 9:22-38 1 Timothy 6:3-21

Added reading: Matthew chapters 1 & 2
F Malachi 1:1-14 Matthew 3:1-17
Sa Malachi 2:1-3:5 Matthew 4:1-11

The Second Article: Redemption
As the head of the family should teach it to his household.

What is the Second Article of the Apostles” Creed? [1
believe] in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean? 1 believe that Jesus Christ, true
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also
true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death,
and from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with
His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His
own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives

and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org

Hymn
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken.

Your deeds, not mine, O Christ,

Bring gladness to my heart.
They tell me all is done;

They make my fears depart.
None can atone but You alone.
To whom but You, then, can I go?

Daily Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
The following topics may guide your prayer each day.

Su
M  For one’s calling and daily work, coworkers,

For the joy of the resurrection among us

and the unemployed
Tu For deliverance against temptation and evil;
for all who suffer and are afflicted
For immediate, extended, and church family;

for our schools, communities, and

W

neighborhoods

For the Church and her pastors, all who serve
in the congregation, and missionaries

F  For the preaching of the holy cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the sick and dying

For faithfulness to the end; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word

The Lord’s Prayer

Collect of the Week

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand
before You relying on anything we have done, help
us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to
Your Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Th

Sa

Readings for next Sunday, September 27
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Pss. 25:1-10 (v. 4) & 91 (v. 11);
Philippians 2:1-18; Matthew 21:23-32




