A Catechism on the Two Realms

What is the first great commission given for the temporal realm?

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” ~ Genesis 1:28

What is the second great commission given for the spiritual realm?
1 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, # teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

~ Matthew 28:19-20
For whom, what, and why are we to pray?
! First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is
pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth. *For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ¢ who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. ~1 Timothy 2:1-6

To whom do we owe our highest obedience?
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. ~ Acts 5:29

How, then, should we view earthly authorities?
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, *for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. > Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ¢ For because of this you also pay
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all
what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

~ Romans 13:1-7



What does St. Peter say about submission to authorities?

12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of
visitation. * Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to
the emperor as supreme, *or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil
and to praise those who do good. **For this is the will of God, that by doing good you
should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. ** Live as people who are free, not
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. *? Honor
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. ~ 1 Peter 2:12-17

What does St. Peter say about suffering unjustly?

18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle
but also to the unjust. ¥ For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 22 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten
for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. ~ 1 Peter 2:18-20

How does St. Paul view the idea that the ends justify the means?
And why not do evil that good may come? —as some people slanderously charge us
with saying. Their condemnation is just. ~ Romans 3:8

How do we distinguish the two realms?
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesat’s,

and to God the things that are God’s.” ~ Matthew 22:21
“My kingdom is not from the world.” ~ John 18:36

Where is our citizenship?

7 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us. ¥ For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. ¥ Their end is destruction, their
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 2 But
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2! who
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself. ~ Philippians 3:17-21

How are we to live in this world as Christians?
102 But we urge you to do this [brotherly love] more and more, * and to aspire to live
quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed
you, 2so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.

~ 1 Thessalonians 4:11



