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Visitor, you are very welcome here. 
Please contact us with questions or prayer requests, 

and come worship with us again. Our pastor would 

be very glad to meet with you. May our Lord’s 
Word be a blessing to all who gather in His name. 
 

For those caring for young children or who have 

difficulty standing for the prayers, hymns, or other 

parts of the service, please know that you may sit as 

you find need or comfort.  
 

Don’t be embarrassed if your children make noise 

during worship—all children do. We encourage 

families to worship together. If needed, there is a 

nursery available in the basement during service 

and Bible class.  
 

Out of courtesy to your brothers and sisters, please 

silence your cell phone and refrain from leaving or 

entering the sanctuary during the readings and the 

prayers. 
 

Holy Communion 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our 
Savior and members of sister congregations of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory 

would be very glad to instruct you so that you can 

confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy 

body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 

Spiritual Care 
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care, 

and pastoral counsel are available by appointment. 

Please contact the church office to schedule a time. 
 

Christian Education 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study follow the 

service. Pre-Kindergarten through upper 

elementary students meet in the basement, junior 

high and high school students at the parsonage, and 

adults in the sanctuary.  

Serving in Worship Today 
Preacher & Celebrant Pastor Peter Gregory 

Liturgist Ray Arsenault 

Organist Anne Bennet 

Acolytes Sim Gregory, Jack Gould 
 

Prayer for Worship 
For faithfulness as Christians: Almighty and most 

merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You 

have united Your children in the suffering and death 

of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing us by His blood. 

Renew in us the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith 

that ever clings to our Savior. Deliver us from the 

power of Satan and preserve us from false and 

dangerous doctrines, that we may remain faithful in 

hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and 

blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen us to believe 

that no one can make satisfaction for sin but Christ 

alone. Enable us to find joy and comfort only in Him, 

learning from this Sacrament to love You and our 

neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy 

until the day of the resurrection of our bodies to life 

immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Preparation for Confession 
The First Commandment: You shall have no other 

gods. What does this mean? We should fear, love, and 

trust in God above all things. 
 

Questions for self-examination 

▪ What or whom do I fear most? 

▪ In what do I trust most for financial security, 

physical safety, or emotional support?   

▪ Do I measure everything by whether it pleases me? 

 

Cover Illustration 
Moses Before the Burning Bush.  

Engraving by Claude Mellan (1663).   
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The Third-Last Sunday before Advent ............................................................... November 9, AD 2025 

 
THE OPENING HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 802 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, 

    the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, 

    Thy great name we praise. 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, 

    Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains 

    high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains 

    of goodness and love. 

3 To all life Thou givest— 

    to both great and small— 

In all life Thou livest, the true Life of all; 

We blossom and flourish 

    as leaves on the tree 

And wither and perish— 

    but naught changes Thee. 
 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, 

    all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: O help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor 

    of light that hides Thee. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 
 THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with sincere hearts to confess our sins to God, our Father, and to 

plead in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ for His forgiveness. 
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,  

and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:5 
 

> Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. < 
 

All-Powerful God, merciful Father, I, a poor, pitiful sinner, confess to You all my sins and 

unrighteousness. By them I have continually offended You and fairly deserved Your 

punishment, both now and eternally. But from my heart I am sorry for them, and I sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You, in Your limitless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. 
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 The Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

Amen. 

 
 THE INTROIT Psalm 115:11, 2–4, 8, 17–18 

You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 

He is their help and their shield. 

Why should the nations say, 

“Where is their God?” 

Our God is in the heavens; 

He does all that He pleases. 

Their idols are silver and gold, 

the work of human hands. 

Those who make them become like them; 

so do all who trust in them. 

The dead do not praise the LORD, 

nor do any who go down into silence. 

But we will bless the LORD  

from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 
 

THE GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

 THE KYRIE Mark 10:47 
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us.  

Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

 THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
Glory to God on high: 

and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,  

We glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory. 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us. 

For You only are holy; You only are the Lord.  

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 
The Lord be with you.  

And with your spirit. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

> Silence for personal prayers. <  
 

Living God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the 

fullness of Your grace to lay hold of Your promises and live forever in Your presence; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Reading of God’s Word 
 

from the Old Testament: Exodus 3:1–15 
 

After the reading: 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 THE PSALM Psalm 148; antiphon v. 13 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! 

Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts! 

Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars! 

Praise Him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of the LORD! For He commanded and they were created. 

And He established them forever and ever; He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 

Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling His word! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
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Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 

He has raised up a horn for His people, praise for all His saints, 

for the people of Israel who are near to Him. Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name alone is exalted; 

His majesty is above earth and heaven. 
 

from the Letters: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–8, 13–17 
 

After the reading: 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 THE TRIPLE HALLELUJAH 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

the Holy Gospel: Luke 20:27–40 
 

Glory be to You, O Lord!   
After the reading: 

Praise be to You, O Christ! 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

Having heard the Word, what do you believe? 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.      

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 

all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried, and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge both 

the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake 

by the prophets. And I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 

baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 



5 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY – TUNE: TLH 206 & TEXT: LSB 741, STANZAS 1–6 

1 Jesus Christ, my sure defense 

    And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence 

    Rests upon the hope here given, 

Though the night of death be fraught 

Still with many’an anxious thought. 
 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; 

    Likewise I to life shall waken. 

He will bring me where He is; 

    Shall my courage then be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the Head 

Rise and leave His members dead? 
 

3 No, too closely I am bound 

    By my hope to Christ forever; 

Faith’s strong hand the Rock has found, 
    Grasped it, and will leave it never; 

Even death now cannot part 

From its Lord the trusting heart. 

4 I am flesh and must return 

    To the dust, whence I am taken; 

But by faith I now discern 

    That from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide 

In His glory, at His side. 
 

5 Glorified, I shall anew 

    With this flesh then be enshrouded; 

In this body I shall view 

    God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 

In this flesh I then shall see 

Jesus Christ eternally. 
 

6 Then take comfort and rejoice, 

    For His members Christ will cherish. 

Fear not, they will hear His voice; 

    Dying, they will never perish; 

For the very grave is stirred 

When the trumpet’s blast is heard.
 

Text: Public domain 

 

The Sermon 
Exodus 3:6 & Luke 20:27–40 

 
 THE OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me out of Your presence, nor take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and sustain me with a free spirit. Amen. 
 

The Presentation of the Offering 
 

> Note: The offering of tithes and gifts are received in the offering box as you enter the sanctuary. < 
 

I will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD. 

O LORD, my strength, I love You.  
 

The Prayer of the Church  
 

after each petition: 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 
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 THE PREFACE  
 The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

And with your spirit. 

 Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 

It is good and right that we do. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints gathered into the one body of 

Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged by their faith and 

strengthened by their fellowship, may run with perseverance the race that is set before us, and, together with 

them, receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. Therefore with angels and arch-angels and all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Holy, holy, holy LORD God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 The Words of Institution  
 Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
 THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 
 

 THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,  

grant us Your peace. Amen. 
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Holy Communion 
 

Note on Holy Communion: All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will be 

very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may come 

forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing. 

 

Psalm 130 (antiphon: vv. 3–4) 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 763 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

    It is well, it is well with my soul 

 Refrain It is well – with my soul,  

    It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

 Refrain It is well – with my soul,  

    It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 Refrain It is well – with my soul,  

    It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

    Even so it is well with my soul. 

 Refrain It is well – with my soul,  

    It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE: TLH 200 & TEXT: LSB 461

1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living head. 
 

2 He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 
 

3 He lives to bless me with His love; 

He lives to plead for me above; 

He lives my hungry soul to feed; 

He lives to help in time of need. 
 

4 He lives to grant me rich supply; 

He lives to guide me with His eye; 

He lives to comfort me when faint; 

He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

Text: Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE: TLH 401 & TEXT: LSB 692

1 Praise to You and adoration, 

    Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, 

    Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may 

From Your fold or pastures stray, 

    But with zeal and joy exceeding 

    Follow where Your steps are leading. 

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping; 

    Comfort me in pain and strife. 

In my laughter and my weeping 

    Be with me throughout my life. 

Give me greater love for You, 

And my faith and hope renew 

    In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 

    In Your death and resurrection. 
 

 

Text: Public domain 

 
 THE NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

Now, Lord, You dismiss Your servant in peace, as You have promised, 

for my eyes have seen the Salvation You prepared before the face of all people,  

a Light to enlighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen.  
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 THE THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! 

And His mercy endures forever! 

 
THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT 

Let us pray. We thank You, all-powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray: 

Father of mercy, by this holy food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other, that 

through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your spirit. 

 
  THE BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] 

Bless we the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 THE BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
 THE CLOSING HYMN – TUNE: TLH 206 & TEXT: LSB 741, STANZAS 7–8 

7 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave 

    And at death no longer tremble; 

He, the Lord, who came to save 

    Will at last His own assemble. 

They will go their Lord to meet, 

Treading death beneath their feet. 

8 O, then, draw away your hearts 

    From all pleasures base and hollow; 

Strive to share what He imparts 

    While you here His footsteps follow. 

As you now still wait to rise, 

Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 
 

Text: Public domain 

 



 

God’s People at Prayer 
For Home Devotions 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested 

here, or in any way that best works with your schedule. 
 

 Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Su Jeremiah 22:1–23 Matthew 25:1–13 

M Jeremiah 23:1–20 Matthew 25:14–30 

Tu Jeremiah 23:21–40 Matthew 25:31–46 

W Jeremiah 25:1–18 Matthew 26:1–19 

Th Jeremiah 26:1–19 Matthew 26:20–35 

F Jeremiah 29:1–19 Matthew 26:36–56 

Sa Jeremiah 30:1–24 Matthew 26:57–75 
 

Confession 
 

How Christians should be taught to confess 
 

What is Confession? Confession has two parts. First, 

that we confess our sins, and second, that we 

receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the 

pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but 

firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven 

before God in heaven. 
 

What sins should we confess? Before God we should 

plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware 

of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the 
pastor we should confess only those sins which we 

know and feel in our hearts. 
 

Which are these? Consider your place in life 

according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a 

father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or 

worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or 

lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 

quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your 

words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, 

wasted anything, or done any harm? 
 

From Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org 

Hymn 
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken. 
 

  Jesus Christ, my sure defense 

    And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence 

    Rests upon the hope here given, 

Though the night of death be fraught 

Still with many’an anxious thought. LSB 741:1 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
The following topics may guide your prayer each day. 
 

Su For the joy of the resurrection among us 

M For one’s calling and daily work, coworkers, 
and the unemployed 

Tu For deliverance against temptation and evil; 

for all who suffer and are afflicted 

W For immediate, extended, and church family; 

for our schools, communities, and 

neighborhoods 

Th For the Church and her pastors, all who serve 

in the congregation, and missionaries 

F For the preaching of the holy cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; for the sick and dying 

Sa For faithfulness to the end; for receptive 

hearts and minds to God’s Word  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Collect of the Week 

Living God, Your almighty power is made known 

chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the 

fullness of Your grace to lay hold of Your promises 

and live forever in Your presence; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Readings for the Second-Last Sun. before Advent 

Malachi 4:1–6; Psalms 98 (v. 9b) & 90:1–12 (v. 14);  

2 Thessalonians 3:1–13; Luke 21:5–28 


