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Our Savior Lutheran Church

Westminster, Massachusetts

SCRIPTURE ALONE ® GRACE ALONE % FAITH ALONE



1 Hager Park Road
(Junction 140, 2, and 2A)
Westminster, MA 01473

Visitor, you are very welcome here.
Please contact us with questions or prayer requests,
and come worship with us again. Our pastor would
be very glad to meet with you. May our Lord’s
Word be a blessing to all who gather in His name.

For those caring for young children or who have
difficulty standing for the prayers, hymns, or other
parts of the service, please know that you may sit as
you find need or comfort.

Don’t be embarrassed if your children make noise
during worship —all children do. We encourage
families to worship together. If needed, there is a
nursery available in the basement during service
and Bible class.

Out of courtesy to your brothers and sisters, please
silence your cell phone and refrain from leaving or
entering the sanctuary during the readings and the
prayers.

Holy Communion
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our
Savior and members of sister congregations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory
would be very glad to instruct you so that you can
confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy
body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Spiritual Care
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care,
and pastoral counsel are available by appointment.
Please contact the church office to schedule a time.

Christian Education
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study follow the
service. Pre-Kindergarten through seventh grade
students meet in the basement, high school students
at the parsonage, and adults in the sanctuary.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
July 20, AD 2025

office@oursaviorlcms.com
church: 978-874-2479
www.oursaviorlecms.com

Serving in Worship Today

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Peter Gregory
Liturgist Jeremey Henrickson
Organist Mary Gregory
Acolytes George Newman, Jack Gould

Prayer for Worship
Before communing: Almighty Lord Jesus Christ,
source of life and immortality, I pray and implore
You as devoutly as I can. As often as I shall come to
Your holy table to refresh my spirit, I pray You to
make me, unworthy as I am, worthy through Your
grace; impure as I am, to make me clean; naked as1
am to clothe me, so that Your Body, so full of
divine power, and Your most precious Blood may
not become for me, Your servant, the occasion for
judgment or punishment, but a memorial of the
death You underwent for me, a strengthening of
my faith, a proof of the taking away of my sins, a
bond of closer union with You, an increase of
holiness, the basis of a glad resurrection, and a
pledge of everlasting life. Amen.

Preparation for Confession
Galatians 5:16-17: I say, walk by the Spirit, and you
will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these
are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing
the things you want to do.

Questions for self-examination
* Do I follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit
gladly, putting no obstacles in His way and
heeding His voice at all times and in all conditions?

Cover Illustration
The Trinity by Andrei Rublev (1411 or 1425-27),
depicting the three angels who visited Abraham.




The Fourth Sunday in Apostles’ Tide .........cccocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiicc, July 20, AD 2025

THE OPENING HYMN—TUNE & TEXT: LSB 798, STANZAS 14, 7
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1 The God of A -br'ham praise, Who reigns en-throned a - bove,
2 The God of A -br'ham praise, At whose su - preme com-mand
3 The God of A -br’ham praise, Whose all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 He by Him - self has sworn; | on His oath de - pend.
7 Theredwells the Lord our  king, The Lord our righ - teous-ness,
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An - cient of ev - er - last - ing days And God of love.
From earth 1 rise  and seek the joys Al His right hand.
Shall  guide me all  my pil - grim days In all  my ways.

I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, To  heav'n as - cend.
Tri - um-phant o'er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace.
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Je - ho-wvah, great 1 am! By earth and heav'n con - fessed;
| all  on earth for - sake, Its  wis - dom, fame, and pow’r,
He deigns to  call me friend; He calls Him-self my God.

| shall be - hold His face; 1 shall His pow’r a - dore

On Zi - on’s  sa-cred height  His  king - dom He main - tains
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name For - ev - er  blest.

And Him my on - ly por-ton make, My shield and tow'r
And He shall save me to the end Through Je - sus® blood.
And sing the won-ders of His grace For - ev - er - more.
And  glo-rious with His saints in - light For - ev - er reigns.

Text & Tune: Public domain

THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
In the name of the Father and of the ~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with sincere hearts to confess our sins to God, our Father, and to
plead in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ for His forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8



I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:5

> Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. <

All-Powerful God, merciful Father, I, a poor, pitiful sinner, confess to You all my sins and
unrighteousness. By them I have continually offended You and fairly deserved Your
punishment, both now and eternally. But from my heart I am sorry for them, and I sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You, in Your limitless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being.

The Absolution ohn 20:19-23]
Amen.
THE INTROIT Psalm 119:105, 57-60, 64

Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.

The LORD is my portion;

I promise to keep Your words.

I entreat Your favor with all my heart;

be gracious to me according to Your promise.
When I think on my ways,

I turn my feet to Your testimonies;

I hasten and do not delay

to keep Your commandments.

The earth, O LORD, is full of Your steadfast love;
teach me Your statutes!

THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE KYRIE Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29
Glory to God on high:
and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
We glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory.



O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us.
For You only are holy; You only are the Lord.

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT
Let us pray.
> Silence for personal prayers. <
O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing needful that by Your Word and
Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
from the Old Testament: Genesis 18:1-14

After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 27; antiphon v. 4
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
You have said, “Seek My face.” My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do I seek.”

Hide not Your face from me. Turn not Your servant away in anger, O You who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!
For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in.

Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.



I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.

from the Letters: Colossians 1:21-29
After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE TRIPLE HALLELUJAH

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

the Holy Gospel: Luke 10:38—42

Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the reading:

Praise be to You, O Christ!

THE NICENE CREED
Having heard the Word, what do you believe?

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge both
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake
by the prophets. And I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life I~ of
the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY — TUNE & TEXT: LSB 862

Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall,
Where Jesus Christ is all in all!

A home that is not wholly His—
How sad and poor and dark it is!

Oh, blest that house where faith is found
And all in hope and love abound;

They trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!

3

4

Oh, blest the parents who give heed
Unto their children’s foremost need
And weary not of care or cost.

May none to them and heav’'n be lost!

Oh, blest that house; it prospers well.
In peace and joy the parents dwell,
And in their children’s lives is shown
How richly God can bless His own.

5 Then here will I and mine today
A solemn promise make and say:
Though all the world forsake His Word,
I and my house will serve the Lord!

Text: Public domain

The Sermon
Genesis 18:1-14

THE OFFERTORY

Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Do not cast me out of Your presence,
nor take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and sustain me with a free spirit. Amen.

The Presentation of the Offering

> Note: The offering of tithes and gifts are received in the offering box as you enter the sanctuary. <

I will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
O LORD, my strength, I love You.

The Prayer of the Church

after each petition:
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



THE PREFACE

The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is good and right that we do.

THE PROPER PREFACE
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected Your holy
Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore
with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy LORD God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.



Holy Communion

Note on Holy Communion: All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will be

very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may come
forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing.

Psalm 27:1-6 (antiphon v. 1)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 685

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,

Follow His example pure,

Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.

Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,

Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus

And with patience bear our cross.

Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy

Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.

Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.

Let us also live with Jesus.

He has risen from the dead

That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,

Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,

Life eternal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 763
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul

Refrain

It is well - with my soul,

It is well, it is well with my soul.



2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
Refrain It is well - with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

3 He lives—obh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Refrain It is well — with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul.
Refrain It is well — with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 933

This hymn is based on the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55),
which pregnant Mary, the mother of our Lord, spoke when she visited her relative Elizabeth.

1 My soul rejoices, my spirit voices —
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
For God my Savior
Has shown me favor—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
With praise and blessing,
Join in confessing
God, who is solely mighty and holy—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
His mercy surely shall rest securely
On all who fear Him,
Love and revere Him—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!

2 His arm now baring,

His strength declaring—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
The proud He scatters,
Their rule He shatters—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
Oppression halted; the meek exalted.
Full are the hungry; empty, the wealthy —
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
Here is the token all that was spoken
To Abr'’ham’s offspring
God is fulfilling—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!

Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389



THE NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
Now, Lord, You dismiss Your servant in peace, as You have promised,
for my eyes have seen the Salvation You prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to enlighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
And His mercy endures forever!

THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT
Let us pray. We thank You, all-powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray:
Father of mercy, by this holy food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other, that
through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

THE BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1]
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and ~k give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 798, STANZAS 8 & 9
8 The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King!
Who was and is the same and evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! We worship Thee!”

A 9 The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! I join the heav’'nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine and endless praise!

Text: Public domain



God’s People at Prayer

For Home Devotions

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested
here, or in any way that best works with your schedule.
Su 1 Samuel 3:1-21 Acts 16:1-22
M 1 Samuel 4:1-22 Acts 16:23-40
Tu 1 Sam. 5:1-6:3, 10-16 Acts 18:1-11, 23-28
W 1 Sam 6:19-7:17 Acts 19:1-22
Th 1 Samuel 8:1-22 Acts 21:15-36
F 1 Samuel 9:1-27 Acts 21:37-22:16
Sa 1 Samuel 10:1-27 Acts 22:17-29

The Ten Commandments
As the head of the family should teach it to his household.

The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God
so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his
body, but help and support him in every physical
need.

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God
so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in
what we say and do, and husband and wife love
and honor each other.

The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God
so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or
possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but
help him to improve and protect his possessions
and income.

Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org.

Hymn
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken.
Then here will I and mine today
A solemn promise make and say:
Though all the world forsake His Word,
I and my house will serve the Lord!  LSB 862:5

Daily Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
The following topics may guide your prayer each day.
Su For the joy of the resurrection among us
M  For one’s calling and daily work, coworkers,
and the unemployed
Tu For deliverance against temptation and evil;
for all who suffer and are afflicted
W For immediate, extended, and church family;
for our schools, communities, and
neighborhoods
Th For the Church and her pastors, all who serve
in the congregation, and missionaries
F  For the preaching of the holy cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the sick and dying
Sa  For faithfulness to the end; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word

The Lord’s Prayer

Collect of the Week

O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and
know the one thing needful that by Your Word and
Spirit we may live according to Your will; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Readings for next Sunday, July 27
Genesis 18:17-33; Psalms 138 (v. 3) & 111 (vv. 4-5);
Colossians 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13




