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Visitor, you are very welcome here. 
Please contact us with questions or prayer requests, 

and come worship with us again. Our pastor would 

be very glad to meet with you. May our Lord’s 

Word be a blessing to all who gather in His name. 
 

For those caring for young children or who have 

difficulty standing for the prayers, hymns, or other 

parts of the service, please know that you may sit as 

you find need or comfort.  
 

Don’t be embarrassed if your children make noise 

during worship—all children do. We encourage 

families to worship together. If needed for children 

under three years old, there is a nursery available in 

the basement during service and Bible class. 
 

Out of courtesy to your brothers and sisters, please 

turn off your cell phone ringer and refrain from 

leaving or entering the sanctuary during the 

readings and the prayers. 
 

Holy Communion 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our 

Savior and members of sister congregations of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory 

would be very glad to instruct you so that you can 

confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy 

body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 

Spiritual Care 
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care, 

and pastoral counsel are available by appointment. 

Please contact the church office to schedule a time. 
 

Christian Education 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study follow the 

service. Pre-Kindergarten through seventh grade 

students meet in the basement, high school students 

at the parsonage, and adults in the sanctuary.  

 

Serving in Worship Today 
Preacher & Celebrant Pastor Peter Gregory 

Liturgist Tim Terhune 

Organist Mary Gregory 

Acolytes Simeon Gregory 

 Jack Gould 
 

The Divine Service in Lent  

During Lent, our practice is to use a simplified order 

of service. The “high points” remain the same—
absolution, the readings, and Holy Communion— 

and draw us to Christ Jesus in repentance and faith.  
 

Prayers for Worship 
For obedience to the Word: O holy and most merciful 

God, You have taught us the way of Your com-

mandments. We implore You to pour out Your 

grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us 

that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and Your 

laws, we may always be directed to Your will and 

daily increase in love toward You and one another. 

Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly life. 

Help us to follow the example of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until 

we shall possess the kingdom that has been pre-

pared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

For right reception of the Lord’s Supper: Dear Savior, at 

Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to 

eat and drink Your holy body and blood. Grant that 

we receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the sal-

vation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy 

name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Cover Illustration 
Purification of the Temple by Raymond Balze,  

(French, ca. 1850s), from Musée Ingres in Montaubon. 

1 Hager Park Road 

(Junction 140, 2, and 2A) 

Westminster, MA  01473 

office@oursaviorlcms.com 

church: 978-874-2479 

www.oursaviorlcms.com  
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The Third Sunday in Lent ............................................................................................. March 3, AD 2024 
 

HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 728 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 
 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

 THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 OPENING VERSES Psalm 130:3–4; 139:23–24; Ex. 15:26; Is. 53:5 
If You, O LORD, should count our sins, 

O LORD, who could stand? 
 

But with You there is forgiveness, 

 that You may be feared.  
 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my ways. 

See where there is sin in me; lead me in the everlasting way, O Lord Jesus. 
 

Thou art the LORD that healeth me; by Thy wounds I am healed. 

Thou art my Redeemer; rescue me and draw me after Thee, O Lord Jesus. 
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. 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: EXODUS 20 

 

Thus says the LORD: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of bondage. 
 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
 CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

> Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination through the Ten Commandments. < 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

 The Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

Amen. 

 
 THE INTROIT Psalm 69:9, 14–16 

For zeal for Your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 

Deliver me from sinking in the mire; 

let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 

Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, 

or the pit close its mouth over me. 
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Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good; 

according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

For zeal for Your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 
 

 THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 
The Lord be with you.  

And with your spirit. 
 

THE COLLECT 

Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Reading of God’s Word 
 

from the Old Testament: Exodus 20:1–17 
 

After the reading: 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 THE PSALM Psalm 19; antiphon v. 8 
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 

Day to day pours out speech, 

and night to night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

In them He has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

 



4 
 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, 

and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned;  

in keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can discern his errors? 

Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! 

Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, 

O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
 

from the Letters: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 

After the reading: 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 THE VERSE John 2:19 
Destroy this Temple,  

and in three days I will raise it up. 
 

 from the Holy Gospels: John 2:13–25 
 

Glory be to You, O Lord!   
 

After the reading: 

 Praise be to You, O Christ!  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 579 

1 The Law of God is good and wise 

And sets His will before our eyes, 

Shows us the way of righteousness, 

And dooms to death when we transgress. 
 

2 Its light of holiness imparts 

The knowledge of our sinful hearts 

That we may see our lost estate 

And turn from sin before too late. 
 

3 To those who help in Christ have found 

And would in works of love abound 

It shows what deeds are His delight 

And should be done as good and right. 

4 But those who scornfully disdain 

God’s Law shall then in sin remain; 
Its terror in their ear resounds 

And keeps their wickedness in bounds. 
 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 
 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone.
 

Text: Public domain 

 

The Sermon 
John 2:13–25 

 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 422 

On my heart imprint Your image, blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation! 
 

The Presentation of the Offering 
I will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD. 

O LORD, my strength, I love You.  
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 The Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1–4] 
 

 

after each petition: 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 THE PREFACE  
 The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

And with your spirit. 

 Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 

It is good and right that we do. 
 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that 

we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words 

with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember 

and give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, 

He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread 

and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, we receive 

His testament: 
 

The Words of Institution 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
 THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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 THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,  

grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

> Note about Holy Communion: All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will 

be very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may 

come forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing. < 
 

Psalm 136:1–16 (antiphon: v. 26) 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 637 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 
 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 425 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

    And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 

Text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN – TUNE & TEXT: LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
THE POST-COMMUNION HYMN – TUNE & TEXT:  TLH 385, STANZA 4 

O depths of love, to me revealing  

The sea where my sins disappear! 

In Christ, my wounds find perfect healing,  

There is no condemnation here. 

For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies  

Forever, “Mercy! Mercy!” cries. 
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THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT 

Let us pray. We thank You, all-powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray: 

Father of mercy, by this holy food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other, that 

through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
  THE BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

Amen. 



 

God’s People at Prayer 
For Home Devotions 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested 

here, or in any way that best works with your schedule. 
 

 Morning Prayer Evening Prayer 

Su Gen. 27:30–45; 28:10–22 Mark 9:1–13 

M Genesis 29:1–30 Mark 9:14–32 

Tu Genesis 35:1–29 Mark 9:33–50 

W Genesis 37:1–36 Mark 10:1–12 

Th Genesis 39:1–23 Mark 10:13–31 

F Genesis 40:1–23 Mark 10:32–52 

Sa Genesis 41:1–27 Mark 11:1–19 
 

The Table of Duties 
 

Certain passages of Scripture for various holy orders and positions,  

admonishing them about their duties and responsibilities. 
 

To Parents 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, 

bring them up in the training and instruction of the 

Lord. Eph. 6:4 
 

To Children 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 

right. “Honor your father and your mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise—
“that it may go well with you and that you may 
enjoy long life on the earth.” Eph. 6:1–3 
 

To Employers and Supervisors 

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not 

threaten them, since you know that He who is both 

their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 

favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9 
 

Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. 
 

Verse for Meditation 
God made [Christ Jesus] our wisdom and our righteous-

ness and sanctification and redemption. 1 Cor. 1:30 

Hymn 
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken. 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this 

    That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! LSB 543:1 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

As children of the heavenly Father, we are bold to pray. 
 

Su For God’s name to be kept holy through pure 
teaching and holy living 

M For God’s kingdom to come and increase 

through the gift of the Holy SpiritTu

 For God to hinder every evil plan and 

purpose of the world, the devil, and the 

sinful nature 

W For daily bread and contentment in all things 

Th For forgiveness of our sins and of those who 

sin against us 

F For protection in the midst of temptation 

Sa For rescue from all evils of body and soul 

and, when our last hour comes, a blessed end 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Collect of the Week 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 

gracious to all who have gone astray from Your 

ways and bring them again with penitent hearts 

and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Readings for the Fourth Sun. in Lent, March 10 

Num 21:4–9; Pss 107:1–9 (v. 19) & 132:8–18 (v. 13); 

Ephesians 2:1–10; John 3:14–21 


