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Advent Noon Responsive Prayer.......................................................... Behold, I Send My Messenger 
 

Note: The liturgy is spoken. The hymns will be sung a Cappella. 

 
 THE OPENING VERSICLE 

Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 

have mercy and hear us. 

 
THE PSALMODY: PSALM 91:1–8, 14–16 (ANTIPHON V. 4A) 

He will cover you with His pinions,  and under His wings you will find refuge. 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say to the LORD, “My Refuge and my Fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 

For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 

He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you will find refuge;  

     His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 

You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 

nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 

You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 

“Because he holds fast to Me in love, I will deliver him;  

I will protect him, because he knows My name. 

When he calls to Me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 

With long life I will satisfy him and show him My salvation.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

He will cover you with His pinions,  and under His wings you will find refuge. 

 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Reading of God’s Word: Malachi 3:13–4:6 
 

Response after the reading: 

O Lord, have mercy on us.  

Thanks be to God.     

 

The Sermon  
Malachi 4: The Day of the Lord 

 
HYMN: LSB 357, STANZAS 1–2, 4–5 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 
 

 

Refrain   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

   Shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

 

3 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

Refrain 
 

 

4 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

Text: Public domain 

 

The Consecration 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

The Holy Communion 
All who receive Communion here must first be instructed.  

Our pastor will be very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. 
 

During the distribution, silently pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ and for those in need 

 or meditate on the liturgy, the psalm, and the hymns. 

 
THE AFTERNOON LITANY 

Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, 

and grant us Your salvation. 

Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; 

and let Your saints shout for joy. 

Lord, keep this nation under Your care, 

and guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth. 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 

let all the peoples praise You! 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

let my cry come to You. 

 
THE COLLECTS 

Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, You strengthened Your apostle Thomas with firm and certain faith in 

the resurrection of Your Son. Grant us such faith in Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God, that we may 

never be found wanting in Your sight; through the same Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Merciful God, our iniquities are too heavy for us to bear. Do not punish us according to Your righteous 

anger. Make haste to calm our fears, fulfill our righteous desires, and answer the quiet sighs of our 

repentant hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, we humbly pray You so to guide and 

govern us by Your Word and Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget You 

but remember that we are ever walking in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BENEDICAMUS AND BLESSING 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 
HYMN: LSB 357, STANZA 6 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

 And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 Shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 

Text: Public domains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preacher & Celebrant: Rev. Peter Gregory 
 

 

Services of the Christmas Season 

Christmas Eve Vespers • 4:00 pm  
 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols • 10:00 pm  
 

Christmas Day Divine Service • 11:00 am 
 

The Feast of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus • Sun., January 1 

Divine Service at 10:00 am • followed by Christmas Hymn Sing 


