SOLA SCRIPTURA % SOLA GRATIA % SOLA FIDE

Maundy Thursday
Divine Service
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Our Savior Lutheran Church

Westminster, Massachusetts

SCRIPTURE ALONE ® GRACE ALONE % FAITH ALONE



1 Hager Park Road
(Junction 140, 2, and 2A)
Westminster, MA 01473

Serving in Worship Today

Preacher & Celebrant Rev. Peter Gregory
Liturgist (12:00 noon) Tom Connell
(7:00 pm) Ed Shaffer

Acolytes (7:00 pm) Matthew Connell
Lazarus Gregory

Organist (12:00 noon) Judy Greenlees
(7:00 pm) Anne Bennet

Holy Communion
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our
Savior and members of sister congregations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory
would be very glad to instruct you so that you can
confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy
body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Prayers for Holy Communion
Before communing: Dear Savior, at Your gracious
invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink
Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in
Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament: Almighty
God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-
giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my
mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith
obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Cover Illustration
Lithography of Last Supper by unknown artist
with the initials F.M.S., late 19th century,
Bratislava, Slovakia.
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office@oursaviorlcms.com
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Preparation for Holy Communion
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? It is the true body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us
Christians to eat and to drink.

Where is this written? The holy Evangelists Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord Jesus
Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this
is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took
the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? These
words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness
of sins, life, and salvation are given us through
these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins,
there is also life and salvation.

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great
things? Certainly not just eating and drinking do
these things, but the words written here: “Given
and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These
words, along with the bodily eating and drinking,
are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever
believes these words has exactly what they say:
“forgiveness of sins.”

Who receives this sacrament worthily? Fasting and
bodily preparation are certainly fine outward
training. But that person is truly worthy and well
prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But any-
one who does not believe these words or doubts
them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words
“for you” require all hearts to believe.

From Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org
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> The opening liturgy through the Service of the Word is spoken. <

THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
In the name of the Father and of the ~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
THE EXHORTATION Psalms 43:4; 124:8

I will go to the altar of God,
to God my exceeding joy.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

> Please be seated. <
THE CONFESSIONAL ADDRESS

During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and

the devil —all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since we intend to receive the

Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation,
it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us
to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of
their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we
are unable to deliver ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit, He
became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, He took upon
Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve.

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord
Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is
given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge
of this, I give you My body to eat.”

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if
He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death,
shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament,
which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.”



Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of
Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. We should also do this in remembrance of
Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving
Him our deepest thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, as He commanded, love one another as
He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and
drink from the one cup.

For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also
we, though many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in
deed and in truth.

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish
this in us. Amen.

> Please stand. <

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake of His Son Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

All-Powerful God, merciful Father, I, a poor, pitiful sinner, confess to You all my sins and
unrighteousness. By them I have continually offended You and fairly deserved Your
punishment, both now and eternally. But from my heart I am sorry for them, and I sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You, in Your limitless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being.

God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s?
Yes.

Let it be done for you as you believe.

THE ABSOLUTION
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the -I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go
in "I+ peace. Amen.
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THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT
Let us pray. O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have given us a remembrance of Your passion.
Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption
may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
from the Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:31-34

After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 116:12-19; antiphon: v. 17

I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.
What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,
[ will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.
O LORD, I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant.

You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.

[ will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

[ will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.

from the Letters: Hebrews 10:15-25
After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN - TUNE: TLH 311/LSB 627 — TEXT: LSB 627, STS. 1-6

1 Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, 4 Praise the Father, who from heaven
Turned away God’s wrath forever; To His own this food has given,
By His bitter grief and woe Who, to mend what we have done,
He saved us from the evil foe. Gave into death His only Son.
2 As His pledge of love undying, 5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken
He, this precious food supplying, That this food is to be taken
Gives His body with the bread, By the sick who are distressed,
And with the wine the blood He shed. By hearts that long for peace and rest.
3 Jesus here Himself is sharing; 6 Agony and bitter labor
Heed then how you are preparing, Were the cost of God’s high favor;
For if you do not believe, Do not come if you suppose
His judgment then you shall receive. You need not Him who died and rose.

Text (sts. 1-2, 4): Public domain. Text (st. 3): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389

from the Holy Gospels: Luke 22:7-20

Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the reading:

Praise be to You, O Christ!

THE NICENE CREED
Having heard the Word, what do you believe?

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge both
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spake by the prophets. And I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life "I+ of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN - TUNE: TLH 311/LSB 627 — TEXT: LSB 627, STS. 7-10
7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 9 If your heart this truth professes

And receive My grace and favor: And your mouth your sin confesses,
Those who feel no pain or ill You will be your Savior’s guest,
Need no physician’s help or skill. Be at His banquet truly blest.
8 “For what purpose was My dying 10 Let this food your faith so nourish
If not for your justifying? That its fruit of love may flourish
And what use this precious food And your neighbor learn from you
If you yourself were pure and good?” How much God’s wondrous love can do.
Text (sts. 5, 7, 9): Public domain. Text (sts. 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389
The Sermon

The Presentation of the Offering

L will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
O LORD, my strength, I love You.

The Prayer of the Church

> The liturgy for the Service of the Sacrament is sung. <

THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is good and right that we do.

THE PROPER PREFACE

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the
salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and
that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy LORD God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.

Holy Communion

> All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will be very glad to instruct you.
Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may come forward with their arms
crossed to receive a blessing.

During the distribution when hymns are not being sung, silently pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ
present and absent, for those in need, for your own family and friends, and for yourselves. <



DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 631
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2 Here would I feed up - on the bread of God,
3 This is the hour of ban - quet and of song;
41 have no help but  Thine; nor do I oneed
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Here would 1 touch and  han - dle things un - seen;
Here drink with  Thee the roy - al wine of heav'n;
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Here grasp with  firm - er hand thee - ter - nal grace,
Here would 1 lay a - side each  earth-ly load,
Here let me feast and, feast - ing, still  pro - long
It is e - nough, my Lord, e - nough in - deed;
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And al my wea - 1 - ness up - on Thee lean,
Here taste a - fresh the calm of sin for - giv'n.
The brief bright hour of fel - low - ship with Thee.
My strength 15 in Thy might, Thy might a - lone,

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text and tune: Public domain



DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 637
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

Text: Public domain

THE DISMISSAL John 6:54-57; 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 19:9

Hear the promise of our Lord Jesus Christ: “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal
life and I will raise him up on the Last Day. For My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink. Whoever
eats My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent Me and I
live because of Him, so whoever feeds on Me will live because of Me.” Amen.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death

until He comes.

He will remember His holy covenant

until He comes.

I heard a loud voice from heaven crying,
“Blessed are those who are called to the Wedding Supper of the Lamb!”

THE POST-COMMUNION HYMN - TUNE: LSB 811 — TLH 385, ST. 4
O depths of love, to me revealing the sea where my sins disappear!
In Christ, my wounds find perfect healing, there is no condemnation here.
For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies forever, “Mercy! Mercy!” cries.

THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT
Let us pray. We thank You, All-Powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray:
Father of mercy, by this Holy Food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other, that
through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION Nunmbers 6:24-26
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and ~; give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN — TUNE & TEXT: LSB 636, STS. 7-8

1 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 2 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,

You once left Your throne in heaven Let me gladly here obey You.
On the cross for me to languish By Your love I am invited,
And to die in bitter anguish, Be Your love with love requited;

To forego all joy and gladness By this Supper let me measure,

And to shed Your blood in sadness. Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
By this blood redeemed and living, Through the gift of grace You give me
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. As Your guest in heav'n receive me.

Text: Public domain

Given and shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins



