SOLA SCRIPTURA % SOLA GRATIA % SOLA FIDE

Divine Service

Our Savior Lutheran Church

Westminster, Massachusetts

SCRIPTURE ALONE ® GRACE ALONE % FAITH ALONE



1 Hager Park Road
(Junction 140, 2, and 2A)
Westminster, MA 01473

Service Guidelines

= Follow the directions of greeters, hosts, Pastor,
and elders about how and when to enter, where
to sit, how to receive communion, when to exit,
and so forth

= Don’t come if you are sick, have symptoms, or
have potentially been exposed

* No handshakes, hugs, or touches. Keep 6 feet
apart unless you are a joint household

= Masks are to be worn at all times, those with
medical or health issues excepted

= Movement into & out of the sanctuary should be
kept to a minimum

= Be gracious & considerate of your neighbors

= Don’t overcrowd - cars, conversations/groups in
walkways or doorways, etc.

= Extended conversations are encouraged, but
outdoors & after service

Holy Communion

We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our
Savior and members of sister congregations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Visitors may
come forward with arms crossed for a blessing. Our
pastor would be glad to instruct you so that you can
confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy
body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.

The body of Christ will be placed into the hand. The
blood of Christ will be received from individual
glass cups. Distribution will be in a continuous line
rather than at the altar rail.

Spiritual Care
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care,
and pastoral counsel are available by phone, by
appointment at church, or by home visit. Please
contact the church office to schedule a time.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
March 14, 2021

office@oursaviorlcms.com
church: 978-874-2479
www.oursaviorlems.com

Serving in Worship Today
Preacher & Celebrant
Assisting (9:00 am)

(11:00 am)
Organist (9:00 & 11:00 am)

Rev. Peter Gregory
Dave Farabaugh
Tom Connell
Anne Bennet

The Divine Service in Lent
During Lent, our practice is to use a simplified order
of service. The “high points” remain the same —
absolution, the readings, and Holy Communion—
and draw us to Christ Jesus in repentance and faith.

Prayers for Worship
Before receiving the body and blood of Jesus: Lord Jesus,
prepare us to receive Your very body and blood by
giving us repentance to weep over our sins and
then rejoice that in You the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, and the poor have Good
News preached to them; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

For faith, hope, and love: Almighty God, grant us a
steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in
Your mercy, and a sincere love for You and one
another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For likeness to Christ: O God, by the patient suffering
of Your only-begotten Son You have beaten down
the pride of the old enemy. Now help us, we
humbly pray, rightly to treasure in our hearts all
that our Lord has of His goodness borne for our
sake that following His blessed example we may
bear with patience all that is adverse to us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Cover Illustration
“The Crucifixion of Jesus”
from Hortulus animae = Lustgarten der Seelen
(16th century) in the Pitts Theological Library.




The Fourth Sunday in Lent ... March 14, 2021

OPENING HYMN - TUNE: TLH 373 — TEXT: LSB 566, STS. 14
1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless; 3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,

My soul, believe and doubt it not. Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Why stagger at this word of promise? Was it because of your own merit
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? That Jesus died your soul to win?
No! Then this word must true remain: No, it was grace, and grace alone,
By grace you too will life obtain. That brought Him from His heav’nly throne.
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
Our works and conduct have no worth. Aslong as God is true, it stands.
God in His love sent our Redeemer, What saints have penned by inspiration,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; What in His Word our God commands,
His death did for our sins atone, Our faith in what our God has done
And we are saved by grace alone. Depends on grace—grace through His Son.
Text: Public domain
THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
In the name of the Father and of the ~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING VERSES Psalm 130:3-4; 139:23-24; Ex. 15:26; Is. 53:5

If You, O LORD, should count our sins,
O LoORD, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness,
that You may be feared.

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Test me and know my ways.
See where there is sin in me; lead me
In the everlasting way, O Lord Jesus.

Thou art the LORD that healeth me;
By Thy wounds I am healed.
Thou art my Redeemer; rescue me
And draw me after Thee, O Lord Jesus.

> Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. <



THE CONFESSION OF SINS

All-Powerful God, our Maker and our Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to You that we are sinful and
unclean by nature, and also that we have sinned against You in our thoughts, our words, and our actions.
And so we flee to find refuge in Your limitless mercy, looking and pleading for Your grace for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Most merciful God, who gave Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on us, and
for His sake forgive us all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us real knowledge of
You and of Your will and real obedience to Your Word so that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution ohn 20:19-23]
Amen.
THE INTROIT Psalm 27:1, 3-5

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.

For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;
He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE KYRIE Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.

> The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Lent. <

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.



THE COLLECT
Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul.
Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word
from the Old Testament: Numbers 21:4-9

After the reading:
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 107:1-9; antiphon v. 19
They cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,

for His steadfast love endures forever!

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,

whom He has redeemed from trouble

and gathered in from the lands,

from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in;
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,

and He delivered them from their distress.

He led them by a straight way

till they reached a city to dwell in.

Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love,

for His wondrous works to the children of men!

For He satisfies the longing soul,

and the hungry soul He fills with good things.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

They cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them from their distress.



from the Letters: Ephesians 2:1-10
After the reading:
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE VERSE OF THE DAY John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

from the Holy Gospels: John 3:14-21

Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the reading:

Praise be to You, O Christ!

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — TUNE: TLH 245 — TEXT: LSB 571

1 God loved the world so that He gave 4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
His only Son the lost to save, Forgives all sins which you have done;
That all who would in Him believe And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Should everlasting life receive. Your Baptism grants the highest good.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 5 If you are sick, if death is near,

Who was made flesh and suffered death; This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
All then who trust in Him alone Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
Are built on this chief cornerstone. That is the firmest ground of faith.

3 God would not have the sinner die; A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,

His Son with saving grace is nigh; And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
His Spirit in the Word declares To You, O blesséd Trinity,
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Public domain



The Sermon
John 3:14-21

TUNE: TLH 179
On my heart imprint Your image, blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation!

> Note: The offering of tithes and gifts will take place as you come forward for Holy Communion. <

The Prayer of the Church

the prayer concludes with:
... one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And with your spirit.
Llft up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is good and right that we do.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Worthy are You, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, of all blessing, honor, and praise,
and to be thanked forever, O King of the Universe, for You bring forth wheat from the seed and fruit from
the vine, and for giving Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Send among us Your Holy Spirit that He may hallow this bread and
wine which are to be the body and blood of Your Son, that we receive rightly this holy communion with
You and the Spirit through the Son who was crucified and raised again for us. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.



The Words of Institution

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.

Holy Communion

> All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will be very glad to instruct you.
Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may come forward with their arms
crossed to receive a blessing.

For those who will be receiving Holy Communion, please follow the directions of the hosts and pastor.

During the distribution, silently pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ present and absent, for those in
need, for your own family and friends, and for yourselves. <

11:00 AM SERVICE ONLY — DISTRIBUTION HYMN — TUNE: TLH 143 — TEXT:TLH 143/ LSB 439, STANZAS 11-15
1 But since my strength will nevermore suffice me
To crucify desires that still entice me,
To all good deeds O let Thy Spirit win me and reign within me!

2 I'll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing,
That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing;
To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor henceforth forever.

3 Whate’er of earthly good this life may grant me,
I'll risk for Thee; no shame, no cross, shall daunt me.
I shall not fear what foes can do to harm me nor death alarm me.

4 But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it;
Yet, Lord, for love’s sake Thou wilt not disown it;
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness nor shame my weakness.

5 And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, I, too, shall praise Thee.

Text: Public domain



11:00 AM SERVICE ONLY — DISTRIBUTION HYMN — TUNE: TLH 312 - TEXT: LSB 625

1 Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 3 O bread of heav’'n, my soul’s delight,
May I in grace possess You. For full and free remission
Let me with holy food be fed, I come with prayer before Your sight
In hunger I address You. In sorrow and contrition.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord, Your righteousness, Lord, cover me
And, humbly by my prayer implored, That I receive You worthily,
Give me Your grace and mercy. Assured of Your full pardon.
2 To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, 4 1 do not merit favor, Lord,

To restful waters lead me;
Your table well for me provide,

Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek,

To share Your cup of healing.

My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord,

O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me
That You receive me graciously,

O Christ, my Lord of mercy!

Text: Public domain

THE POST-COMMUNION: TLH 385
O Depths of Love, to me revealing
The sea where my sins disappear!

In Christ, my wounds find perfect healing,

There is no condemnation here.
For Jesus’ blood through earth and skies
Forever, “Mercy! Mercy!” cries.

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Let us pray. We thank You, all-powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray:
Father of mercy, by this Holy Food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other,
that through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now, and forever.
Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR THE WORD
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.



THE BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of our Lord ¥+ Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 744
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound —
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!

2 The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

Text: Public domain






God’s People at Prayer

For Home Devotions

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested
here, or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer

Su Genesis 41:28-57 Mark 11:20-33
M Genesis 42:1-34, 38 Mark 12:1-12
Tu Genesis 43:1-28 Mark 12:13-27
W Gen. 44:1-18, 32-34 Mark 12:28-44
Th Gen. 45:1-20, 24-28 Mark 13:1-23

F Genesis 47:1-31 Mark 13:24-37
Sa Gen. 49:29-50:7, 14-26 Mark 14:1-11

The Sacrament of the Altar

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? It is the true body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us
Christians to eat and to drink.

From the Large Catechism: Just as we have said that
Baptism is not simple water, so here also we say
that though the Sacrament is bread and wine, it is
not mere bread and wine, such as are ordinarily
received at the table. But this is bread and wine
included in, and connected with, God’s Word. It is
the Word, I say, that makes and sets this Sacrament
apart. So it is not mere bread and wine, but is, and
is called, Christ’s body and blood. For it is said,
“When the Word is joined to the element or natural
substance, it becomes a Sacrament.”

Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org.
LCV, 9-10.

Verse for Meditation

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life John 3:16

Hymn
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken.
Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone

Are built on this chief cornerstone. LSB571:2

Daily Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
As children of the heavenly Father, we are bold to pray.

Su For God’s name to be kept holy through pure
teaching and holy living

M  For God’s kingdom to come and increase
through the gift of the Holy Spirit

For God to hinder every evil plan and
purpose of the world, the devil, and the
sinful nature

W For daily bread and contentment in all things
Th

Tu

For forgiveness of our sins and of those who
sin against us

F  For protection in the midst of temptation

Sa  For rescue from all evils of body and soul
and, when our last hour comes, a blessed end

The Lord’s Prayer

Collect of the Week

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies
are new every morning; and though we deserve
only punishment, You receive us as Your children
and provide for all our needs of body and soul.
Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits,
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Readings for the Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:32-45




