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Visitor, you are very welcome here.
Please contact us with questions or prayer requests,
and come worship with us again. Our pastor would
be very glad to meet with you. May our Lord’s
Word be a blessing to all who gather in His name.

For those caring for young children or who have
difficulty standing for the prayers, hymns, or other
parts of the service, please know that you may sit as
you find need or comfort.

Don’t be embarrassed if your children make noise
during worship —all children do. We encourage
families to worship together. If needed for children
under three years old, there is a nursery available in
the basement during service and Bible class.

Out of courtesy to your brothers and sisters, please
turn off your cell phone ringer and refrain from
leaving or entering the sanctuary during the
readings and the prayers.

Holy Communion
We welcome to the Lord’s Table members of Our
Savior and members of sister congregations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Pastor Gregory
would be very glad to instruct you so that you can
confess Jesus Christ with us and receive His holy
body and blood for forgiveness, life, and salvation.

Spiritual Care
Individual confession and absolution, spiritual care,
and pastoral counsel are available by appointment.
Please contact the church office to schedule a time.

Christian Education
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study follow the
service. Pre-Kindergarten through seventh grade
students meet in the basement, high school students
in pastors’ study, and adults in the sanctuary.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
July 16, 2023

office@oursaviorlcms.com
church: 978-874-2479
www.oursaviorlems.com

Serving in Worship Today

Preacher & Celebrant The Rev. Peter Gregory

Liturgist Tim Terhune
Organist Judy Greenlees
Acolytes Lazarus Gregory

Lars Henrickson

Prayer for Worship
On Sunday morning: Shed Your Holy Spirit upon
Your people, O Lord, and make ready our hearts
this day to hear and keep Your holy Word that in
the communion of Your congregation we may
rightly sanctify Your holy day and through Your
Word with all Your saints come to eternal blessed-
ness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For blessing on the Word: Lord God, bless Your Word
everywhere it is proclaimed. Make it a word of
power and peace to convert those not yet Your own
and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the
heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to
the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may
achieve the purpose for which You send it; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For right reception of the Lord’s Supper: O Lord, our
God, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be
Christians and granted us the remission of sins.
Make us ready to receive the most holy body and
blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all our sins,
and grant us grateful hearts that we may give
thanks to You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Cover Illustration
The Sower (Sower with Setting Sun)
by Vincent van Gogh (1888). © Public Domain.




The Third Sunday in Apostles” Tide ... July 16, 2023

THE OPENING HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 901

1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted;
Zion, let me enter there, Here Thy seed is duly sown.
Where my soul in joyful duty Let my soul, where it is planted,
Waits for Him who answers prayer. Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
Oh, how blesseéd is this place, So that all I hear may be
Filled with solace, light, and grace! Fruitful unto life in me.
2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; 4 Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Come Thou also unto me. Let me keep Thy gift divine,
Where we find Thee and adore Thee, Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
There a heav'n on earth must be. May Thy Word still o’er me shine
To my heart, O enter Thou; As my guiding star through life,
Let it be Thy temple now! As my comfort in all strife.

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; let Thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near Thee while Thou dost Thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Public domain

THE INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]
In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS
Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with sincere hearts to confess our sins to God, our Father, and to
plead in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ for His forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:5

All-Powerful God, merciful Father, I, a poor, pitiful sinner, confess to You all my sins and
unrighteousness. By them I have continually offended You and fairly deserved Your
punishment, both now and eternally. But from my heart I am sorry for them, and I sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You, in Your limitless mercy for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,
a poor, sinful being.



The Absolution [John 20:19-23]

Amen

THE INTROIT Psalm 103:8, 15-19
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;

for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,
and His righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep His covenant
and remember to do His commandments.

The LORD has established His throne in the heavens,
and His kingdom rules over all.

THE GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE KYRIE Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29
Glory to God on high:
and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
We glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory.
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy on us.
For You only are holy; You only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT
Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

from the Old Testament: Isaiah 55:10-13
After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 65:9-13; antiphon v. 5
By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.
You visit the earth and water it; You greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water;
You provide their grain, for so You have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with Your bounty;
Your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.

from the Letters: Romans 8:12-17
After the reading:
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



THE TRIPLE HALLELUJAH

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

from the Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Glory be to You, O Lord!
After the reading:

Praise be to You, O Christ!

THE NICENE CREED
Having heard the Word, what do you believe?

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds,God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried, and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge both
the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake
by the prophets. And I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life I~ of
the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — TUNE & TEXT: LSB 577

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares
Like seed into the ground; The rising plant destroy,
Now let the dew of heav'n descend But let it yield a hundredfold
And righteous fruits abound. The fruits of peace and joy.
2 Let not the sly satanic foe 4 So when the precious seed is sown,
This holy seed remove, Life-giving grace bestow
But give it root in ev'ry heart That all whose souls the truth receive
To bring forth fruits of love. Its saving pow’r may know.
The Sermon

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23



THE OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Do not cast me out of Your presence,
nor take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and sustain me with a free spirit. Amen.

The Presentation of the Offering

I will offer the thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.
O LORD, my strength, I love You.

The Prayer of the Church

after each petition:
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]
It is good and right that we do.

THE PROPER PREFACE
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame
death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy LORD God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.



THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

THE PAX DOMINI John 20:19
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI John 1:29

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace. Amen.

Holy Communion

> Note about Holy Communion: All who receive Holy Communion here must first be instructed. Our pastor will
be very glad to instruct you. Please contact the office for an appointment. Those who have not been instructed may
come forward with their arms crossed to receive a blessing. <

Psalm 65:1-8 (antiphon: v. 4a)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE: TLH 16 — TEXT: LSB 545

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 3 Word that caused blind eyes to see,
Living rain from heav’'n descending; Speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth Deaf we are: our healer be;
Faith and hope and love unending,. Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness.
Word almighty, we revere You; Be our Word in pity spoken,
Word made flesh, we long to hear You. Heal the world, by sin now broken.
2 Word eternal, throned on high, 4 Word that speaks God’s tender love,
Word that brought to life creation, One with God beyond all telling,
Word that came from heav’n to die, Word that sends us from above,
Crucified for our salvation, God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Saving Word, the world restoring, Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Speak to us, Your love outpouring. Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002389



DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 686

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,

Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory

Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;

May I still Thy goodness prove.

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand'ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 798, STANZAS 1-3, 6-9
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4 The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.

5 There dwells the Lord our king,

The Lord our righteousness,

Triumphant o’er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.

On Zion’'s sacred height
His kingdom He maintains

And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

6 The God who reigns on high

The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!

Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!

We worship Thee!”

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr'ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!

Text and tune: Public domain

THE NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29-32
Now, Lord, You dismiss Your servant in peace, as You have promised,
for my eyes have seen the Salvation You prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to enlighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
and His mercy endures forever.

THE THANKSGIVING COLLECT
Let us pray. We thank You, all-powerful God, for refreshing us with this healing gift, and we pray:

THE SALUTATION

Father of mercy, by this holy food make us strong in faith toward You, and in deep love for each other, that
through us other beloved sinners may kneel to You and receive with us grace and life in Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

2 Timothy 4:22

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.



THE BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1]
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and *t give you peace.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN - TUNE & TEXT: LSB 921
1 On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow’r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

2 To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3 O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: Public domain



God’s People at Prayer

For Home Devotions

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
These may be read in the morning and evening, as suggested
here, or in any way that best works with your schedule.

Morning Prayer Evening Prayer
Su Judges 16:4-30 Galatians 4:12-31
M 1 Samuel 1:1-20 Galatians 5:1-26
Tu 1 Samuel 1:21-2:17 Galatians 6:1-18
W 1 Samuel 2:18-36 Acts 15:22-41
Th 1 Samuel 3:1-21 Acts 16:1-22
F 1 Samuel 4:1-22 Acts 16:23-40
Sa 1 Sam. 5:1-6:3, 10-16  Acts 18:1-11, 23-28

On Teaching & Learning the Catechism

From the Large Catechism: Let this, then, be said for
encouragement, not only for those of us who are old
and grown, but also for the young people, who
ought to be brought up in Christian doctrine and
understanding. Then the Ten Commandments, the
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer might be taught to our
youth more easily. Then they would receive them
with pleasure and seriousness, and so they would
use them from their youth and get used to them. . ..
Let every father of a family know that it is his duty,
by God’s order and command, to teach these things
to his children, or to have the children learn what
they ought to know. Since the children are baptized
and received in to the Christian Church, they
should also enjoy this communion of the Sacrament,
in order that they may serve us and be useful to us.
They must all certainly help us to believe, love,
pray, and fight against the devil.
Luther’s Small Catechism © 1986 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org.
LCV, 85, 87.
Readings for Consecration Sunday, July 23
Rom. 14:7-9; Gal. 3:23—4:7; Psalm 119:57-64 (v. 89);
the Small Catechism (see catechism.cph.org)

Hymn
The hymn stanza may be sung or spoken.
Let not the sly satanic foe
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev'ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.
Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold

The fruits of peace and joy. LSB 577:2-3

Daily Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
The following topics may guide your prayer each day.

Su
M

For the joy of the resurrection among us

For one’s calling and daily work, coworkers,
and the unemployed

For deliverance against temptation and evil;
for all who suffer and are afflicted

For immediate, extended, and church family;
for our schools, communities, and
neighborhoods

For the Church and her pastors, all who serve
in the congregation, and missionaries

F  For the preaching of the holy cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the sick and dying

For faithfulness to the end; for receptive
hearts and minds to God’s Word

The Lord’s Prayer

Collect of the Week

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that
we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.
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